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R ay Kenneth Binnion, age 92, passed away on October 5, 2015. He was born on

March 2, 1923, the first of 12 children born to Ray Allen Binnion and Lula
Gertrude Dycus Binnion.

Ray served proudly in World War II and made sure that everyone knew that he and his buddies in
the 71st did reconnaissance work in German territory and pushed further East than any of the

Allied troops as the war came to an end.

After returning from the war, Ray married Mary Alice Minchey, and the marriage endured for the

next 68 years. Both of them had grown up in Willette and were graduates of Red Boiling Springs
High School. They moved to Nashville and eventually settled in Madison, where Ray and his
family started a business, Modern Improvement Company, which made use of Ray’s

extraordinary skills at construction and remodeling. He operated the business for 30 years before
selling it in 1994.

Ray and Mary developed a passion for road trips. Together, they drove through all the States and

Canada. They also visited nine countries in their long life together.

Faith was important to Ray. He was a member of the Neely’s Bend Church of Christ for over 50

years.

Ray was an accomplished artist, too. His oil paintings were displayed at galleries, and he often won
awards. He was also quite a storyteller. Many people were influenced by Ray, his advice, and his

stories. He held his audience in rapt attention, and as the hook of the story drew close, he would
grin mischievously with anticipation. His family says that Ray never met a stranger and would talk

to anyone.

Calm and independent, Ray enjoyed hunting and fishing, going to garage sales, and tending to
the neighborhood garden.
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In addition to his parents, Ray was preceded in death by his siblings, Ruth Binnion Dycus, Bill
Binnion, Charles Binnion, John Binnion, Bobby Binnion, and Don Binnion.

Ray is survived by his loving wife, Mary Alice Binnion; daughter, Donna Lynn Binnion Smith
(Larry); grandchildren, Jared Brandon Smith, Jordan Andrew Smith, and Jenny Rebecca Smith;

great-grandsons, Canaan Samuel Smith and Harper Gabriel Smith; siblings, Paul Binnion, Melba
Gammons, Connie Bush, Barbara McDonald, and Jane Stanford; as well as many nieces and
nephews, all of whom he loved dearly.

The family will receive visitors on Thursday, October 8, 2015, from 4pm until 8pm at Spring Hill
Funeral Home. Additional visitation will take place on Friday, October 9, 2015, from 1pm until

2pm. Funeral services will be held immediately following Friday’s visitation, at 2pm from the
Chapel of Spring Hill Funeral Home. Interment will follow at Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens,
with family and friends serving as Pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to The American Cancer Society.
Contributions can be made online by going to https://donate.cancer.org/index, or you may direct
your contribution to The American Cancer Society, Nashville at 2000 Charlotte Avenue,

Nashville, Tennessee 37203.
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Visitation

Spring Hill Funeral Home

5110 Gallatin Pike S, Nashville TN 37216

Visitation Prior  to  Funeral Ceremony

Spring Hill Funeral Home

5110 Gallatin Pike S, Nashville TN 37216

Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens

1150 Dickerson Road, Goodlettsville TN 37072
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Thursday,October 8, 2015

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM CT

Friday,October 9, 2015

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=36.2371017,-86.7208601
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=36.2371017,-86.7208601
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=36.2952297,-86.7267464
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Christy Pilkinton shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Ray was very precious to the art community & to me! I have known him since 1991

and was in classes with him every Thursday with Shirley Pharris. He was a very

dear friend and came by my studio weekly. The easels, painting holders, framing

wire and paint rollers he built are being used by over 100 people in my weekly

classes. We are all very blessed in having known Ray and will look forward to the reunion coming

as 'we have this Hope as an anchor for our souls…' that everything God has promised us is true!!"

My love to Ray's family. Please let me know if there is any way I can be a help or comfort. Love,

Christy Pilkinton 615-860-2368. I also created a Facebook page for Shirley's students that has

some photos from those days Students of Shirley Pharris

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663088727237046/

October 24 at 5:41 AM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Binnion family.

October 8 at 11:02 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Binnion family.

October 7 at 5:13 PM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Binnion family.

October 6 at 3:45 PM

SL Sherri Leimer  posted:

Dear Smith Family, Please accept the condolences of the Leimer family. After reading the

obituary, I am saddened to say that I was never blessed to know your father/grandfather for he

sounds like an amazing man who was definitely worth knowing. We will keep all of you in our

prayers and thoughts in your time of loss.

October 6 at 10:31 AM
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Christy Pilkinton shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. October 24 at 5:41 AM

if you look closely you can see Ray's  signature!

Will be a wonderful reminder of him always!

One of his  last visits  to  my studio . Not a very

good selfie but I wanted shot of my dear friend!
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ray by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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